A MANUAL OF TUBERCULOSIS FOR NURSES AND PUBLIC HEALTH WORKERS by unknown
observation. At first glance one sees little change in the second edition, but closer scrutiny
shows that the work has been the subject of careful revision. Some of the amendments are
interesting; e.g., enlargement of the thyroid gland is now included as a cause of distended
cervical veins. Sir Thomas now states that nitro-glycerine is "as valuable as amyl nitrite and
causes less throbbing and headache; it is the more valuable remedy when a progressive angina
of effort has brought a man to his chair or couch." In considering operative measures for the
relief of angina he prefers the injection of alcohol into the posterior roots of the upper
thoracic nerves to removal of sympathetic ganglia; and he adheres to his opinion that the
results of thyroidectomy have not yet established the claims made for it. For the immediate
treatment of heart-failure with fibrillation, he now recommends the intravenous administration
of Burroughs, Wellcome's digoxin (0.5 to 0.75 mgm. in normal saline 10 c.c.), and considers
that strophanthin is so unreliable that its use should be discontinued. He also recommends
digoxin to be taken by the mouth in tablets of 0.25 mgm., instead of Nativelle's granules
recommended in the first edition. The classification of adherent pericarditis has been slightly
rearranged into "rheumatic" and "constrictive" types, and here one is tempted to the
criticism that these categories are not completely exclusive of each other.
One is interested to note that the author remains unconvinced as to the precise value of
the oxygen tent, and that he repeats his unbelief in the value of injections of strychnine or
camphor.
In rearranging certain phrases in his preface, one may safely say that "in deliberate and
vigorous terms" he has "drawn and held our attention" throughout, and has succeeded in his
attempt "to teach this first, simple, and essential lesson," that "in managing our patients
our thoughts must be chiefly set in terms of function and not of structure." -R. M.
THE CATECHISM SERIES. ANATOMY: THE UPPER EXTREMITY. Part
I. By Charles Whittaker, F.R.C.S.E., F.R.S.E. Fifth Edition. Edinburgh:
E. & S. Livingstone, 1937. pp. 79. Pride ls. 6d.
The anatomical section of the well-known Catechism Series has now reached its fifth edition,
revised in accordance with the new terminology. The series is almost too familiar to require
introduction. It has long upheld to the student the ideals of orderly, accurate, and relevant
answers. Many students must have wished that examiners had been familiar with its clear and
unambiguous questions.
Part 1 (The Upper Extremity) is typical of the rest of the series. It covers, in concise
question and answer, all the salient features of the part. The essentials are thus presented in a
form suitable for reproduction (given a well-trained examiner) in the oral part of --an
examination.
No attempt has been made to produce a systematic textbook of anatomy, which, indeed,
is beyond the scope of the work. It is quite frankly intended as an aid to the passing of
examinations, but for this no apology is needed. Examinations are still barriers to indepen-
dence, and the barriers grow no lower year by year. Those who still have their obstacles to
surmount will find the Catechism Series a friend in need.
A MANUAL OF TU-BERCULOSIS FOR NURSES AND PUBLIC HEALTH
WORKERS. By E. Ashwood Underwood, M.D., D.P.H. Second Edition.
Edinburgh: E. & S. Livingstone, 1937. pp. 404. Price 8s. 6d. net.
Tnis book has now reached its second edition, and has been revised and enlarged. On reading
its contents it is easy to see why it has been so popular. It tells the story of tuberculosis in
a form which can be understood by a person with a very linmited technical knowledge, and
yet no essential detail has been forgotten.
82Tuberculosis is discussed in general. Then pulmonary tuberculosis is studied in detail,
with exception, of course, of the more detailed medical examination, which would be of no
service to those for whom the book is written.
Recent advances in treatment are included, and comprise collapse therapy and all its
difficulties, as well as the more general treatment of the sanatorium.
Chapters on tuberculosis in children, tuberculosis of bones and joints, and a general admini-
strative chapter, to mention only a few, complete an excellent volume.
This work can be recommended with confidence to any nurse or public healtlh worker.
THE MEDICO-LEGAL ASPECTS OF THE RUXT1ON CASE. By John Glaister,
M.D., D.Sc., and James Couper Brash, M.A., M.D., F.R.C.S. Edinburgh:
E. & S. Livingstone, 1937. pp. xvi+ 284. With 172 illustratiolls. Price 21s.
Of the various murders characterized by mutilation and dismemberment of the body, the
Ruxton case is outstanding. The fact that the mutilated parts of the two bodies were found
intermingled, the extent of the dismembennent, and the careful removal by the accused of all
those areas which might serve for identification, rendered the medico-legal study of this crime
more than usually difficult. That the problem was eventually solved reflects great credit on the
authors of this book, and shows to advantage the result of successful team-work between
medical jurist, pathologist, anatomist, radiographer, photographer, and various other
specialists.
In this book the story of the nmurder, of the finding of the bodies, and the ensuing scientific
and police investigations, and the medical evidence at the trial, is carefully unfolded. The
reader is immediately impressed by the extreme care which these investigators hlave taken in
the collection and evaluation of the evidence. Their attention to detail, the constant check
upon their interpretation by collateral laboratory investigation, their evident intention never
to be unfair, all justify the compliment paid to them by the presiding judge that "in his
experience, never had he seen expert-witnesses more careful and more eager not to strain a
point against an accused person."
In few, if in any, trials has the anatomist played so large a part, and Professor Brashl is to
be congratulated not only upon his successful reconstruction of the bodies, but also upoii his
studies concerniing the problems of identification.
Throughout the book the findings are carefully described, and, still more importanit, the
methods whereby these results were obtained are recorded. This record will be of lenelit in
any future similar investigation.
The illustrations are numerous and well reproduced, anld the productioin is of the usual
high standard of the publishers.
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